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R wildlife are speahing Are we l'iStening‘?h

There s a great Hebrew story about Baiaam It seems Mr Balaam was on the - wrong path.’
He was traveling this dusty mountain trail. His ass tried to warn him that he was on the wrong
trail. His ass kept rubbing up against the bank and stalling and giving him fits. This happened
three separate times that the ass stopped and sat down. Balaam just kept pushing his ass forward.
~ ‘Finally, the ass tumed around and started talking to him and explamed that he was on the wrong
f’:trall -

. Well, that’s not such a big story today because there are a lot of talkmg asses and a lot of
them are in this city. But I want you to'know that wildlife are speaking to us and it’s.our = - _ .
‘opportunity to listen to them. That’s what Rachel Carson did: She listened to wildlife. In 1950
she saw wildlife moving on the planet and said the Arctic is Warmmg up, surely our planet s
Warmmg ‘up. She was listening to w11d11fe : S

: ( : e I m proud to tell you that we did a poH thls year and 75% of sportsmen said that they saw
o 'changes from global warming happening to their world or could see that change is coming to
- their world. Why is that true? It’s true because they live close to the land and still pay attention. -

S0, the fourth chapteris a chapter about climate change and that fourth chapter has fo be
led by wildlife conservationists like you and me. That leads me to the three wishes that I have for
wildlife. :

‘HOPE FOR THE FUTURE OF WrLDLrFE

My first w1sh is that we save America’s great wildlife heritage; that we save those spemal
- places that Matt Gilbert from Arctic Vrllage talks about and thinks about, and his eldler
grandfather, whom I met when I was in the Arctic last summer, prays about. You see, Giity’s
_Run where I grew up is gone. It exists only in my head and the heads of my brothers. I don
want to see that happen to the Arctrc

_ The second wish I have for wildlife is I want to see the forecast change for global
warmmg We can do that. We have the McCain-Lieberman bill pending and we’re seeing
~ momentum build for that. I have great hope because 120 people — many in this room — were up -
- on Capitol Hill yesterday, talking to Congressional staff about climate change. You are the future
and you are my hope for that change My wrsh is that we win that battle, that we turn that corner.

My third wish for wildlife is srmpie. I wish to see people reconnect with nature. The
average young person in America, by the time they'are seven years old, has seen over 20,000
advertlsements in various forms. They are even in the schools today. The average yourng person
* can identify 200 corporate logos without any assistance whatsoever. But take them to their front
yard and they can’t 1dent1fy the tree that’s growing there.

What have we become? And how can we care for a place that we e don’t know? How can
we care fora forest when we don’t even know the frees?-
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So the urgency we have with hunters and anglers and outdoor people is to get young
_ people into nature. They are our future stewards and they are gomg to take it over. We need to
. equlp them with the love of nature. -

.WHATYOUCANDO o

That brings me to the two thmgs that I would ask you to do The first’ thmg I would ask
< you to'dois to help. get this message out. Help speak for those who can’t speak. Ding Darling
- .used to talk-about hunters and he’d say, “Ducks don’t vote but duck hunters do.” He’s say,
“Ducks don’t speak but duck hunters can.” :

That message is still true today You see that army over there in-the poster of Dmg

. Darling’s cartoon? This is  Ding’s cartoon of the National Wildlife Federation. It’s my favorite. -
You see, Ding Darling understood the politics of his time. Exxon Mobil and all the other forces '
that are out there want to create a politics of division. Thave never seen in my lifetime a more
divided natién than I see today, between red and blue and ail these other divisions that we see

~ happening. Our opponents want to keep us divided. They want to divide sportsmen from

environmentalists and from conservationists. They don’t want faith communities at this table, 1l

guarantee that. They don’t want ranchers and land owners to be part of this discussion. They
_don’t want foresters to be a part of this discussion. They want to divide us.

My hope in this convérsation is that we can be the movement that multiplies by working
to gether as partners, by finding others who care about these things as we do, and by being
willing to put aside our differences. We have them. I’m sure you have them with me, and that’s
.ok. But let’s put aside our differences so that we can work together for the future of wildlife.

The second thing that I would ask you to consider: You know, the National Wildlife

Federation has béen putting out educational materials for years. In our early days we were ableto

make a profit whilé we were putting out our educational materials.. We were able to publish a -
magazine at a net profit. And with that net profit we hired scientists and lawyers and
conservation people and grassroots organizers and our field staff. Well today, because of -.
- increasing postal rates and because of the cost of paper and the difficulty of making the kind of
- revenue in direct mail that we used to, those systems aren’t working anymore. When I left
‘National Wildlife Federation nearly a decade ago, the organization had $100 million in its
-~ Endowment. Today that’s dwindled down to about $62 million. It’s dwindled because we’ve had
to take money from the Endowment to support our day-to-day operations. We need to change
that. The way we change that is by inviting people with both business acumen and personal
capacity or connections to others with capacity to help us fund this cause for the future SoI'm
asking you to-consider that need that we have. :

» PROTECT]NG WILDLIFE FOR OUR CHILDREN S FUTURE

" Here is the one thing that drives me forward. I can’t even think about this without getting o

. choked up, so bear with me. Since I last saw you I'had a grandson born. His name is Thadius.
- Thadius will be the fifth generation of his family that have been involved with the National
Wildlife Federation. Thadius’ grandmother’s grandfather was a founding member of the Carlisle
~Fish and Game Club, a prominent affiliate of our state affiliate in Pennsylvania. Thadius’
‘grandfather’s father was a founder of the Breakneck Beagle Club in Butler County,

T
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Pennsylvania. Young Thadius will be here later t'oday"mth my daughter, Della, and I waﬁt him
to be here in his first year. I hope you get a chance to meet him. Because for me, it comes down
to Thadlus

_ When I came last year to NWF one of the ﬁrst things I did was organize a trip to
Gettysburg with our senior staff. Some of them said, “Why are we going to Gettysburg; can’t we
-just do this in Washington?” I said, “No, we need to go to Geitysburg.” So I took them to
Gettysburg and we.did a field trip. We went up on Little Round Top. You know why I did that?
‘Because we had been a movement that has been fighting on the low ground for a long, long, long
-time. I wanted my peers to see what high ground looks like, so they could see it in their work.
General Reynolds from Pennsylvania died at Gettysburg defendmg that high ground because he
knew the battle that would ensue at that spot, that it was going to be the best ground to have that
fight. He told his colleagues that. He died doing it. That was the turning point of the Civil War
because the Union Ammy finally figured out that high ground was important. They were a much -
Superior army but at every turn they were being defeated by a general that understood landscape.

What does that have to do with this conversation? Let me tell you what the high ground is
here. This generation — I’ve put two million pounds of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere myself -
with my travels. This generation does not have the right to take the future away from our kids. It
does not have the right to destroy wildlife for the benefit of cheaper gasoline. We do not have the
right to take the Gwich’in lands that have been tribal lands for 20,000 years so that we can geta
little more oil to put into the pipeline. These are moral issues:

Matt s Gwich’in grandfather told me, “You know, I think we’re the last generatien.” He

- looked at a baby sitting next to him and said, “I don’t know what’s going to happen to these

children.” There are real consequences to these policies that we’re passing. What is it with this
couniry? We were never that way. ThlS 1s not our tradition. This is not our value system.

I want to ask you, I want to beg you, to join me in the fight for Thadius’ world, and for
the world of the Gwich’in children, and for your own children. Let’s quit ﬁghtmg these little
battles — that we can win. We can win the little battles; I guarantee you we can win them. We
‘must stop fighting these little battles so we can fight this one war that we cannot afford to lose. I
am hopeful, and I want to leave you hopeful. My hope is that out of this meeting that we go
_ forward as voices for wildlife, helping people to understand what we are doing. to our planet!

One scientist sald that we are conductmg an experiment so grand and so vast, that if you
put it before any responsible council, they would reject it as reckless. This is a top scientist in
America. Please. Earlier, we said the conservation pledge: “I give my pledge as an American to

. save and faithfully defend from waste the natural resources of my country — its air, soil and
-minerals, its forests, waters and wildlife.” Do we believe that? Have we really pledged our
~energy, our passmn for Amenca for the world, for our kids, and for our future? -

" You and I are standlng on the lngh ground. Let s take it. Let’s defend it. And let’s win
thls battle.

. Thank you.
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Amended Roll Call

State

E Alabama
Arizona

"% Arkansas

California
Colorado
Connecticut -
Delaware-
Florida
Georgia

= Hawaii

Idaho
. Ilinois
-Indiana
Towa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
- Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Mexico
. New York
North Carolina
. North Dakota
. Ohio
Oklahoma
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
- Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virgin Islands
Washington
West Virginia
‘Wisconsin
Wyoming

Representative -

© Rebecca Pritchett -
“Jack H. Simon

Jim Wood -
Sage Sweetwood
Dennis Buechler
Ruth Cutler

Richard A. Flemming
Lymn Alan Thompson

David B. Haire

Michael Bailey
Cherie Barton
Clark Bullard
Dwight Shelton
Carlton Harford

Steven G. Sorensen

Bob Smith
Edgar F. Veillon

_Wing Goodale
Stephen M. Leonard

Dan L. Delisle
Steve Maurice
Rick Dillard
Abe Phillips

Stan Frasier
Dr. Marian Maas -

Kevin Cabble
Samuel Demeritt

Ellery E. Worthen

Robert Moore
G. Richard Mode
Don Baasch

‘Larry Mitchell, Sr.

Andy McDaniels
Ed Zygnunt

" Sheylda M. Diaz
- Jack Schempp

Charlie Davis
Lanny Thomas

Monty Halcomb - v

Susan Petersen

. -

William R. Burbridge

John Nutting
Carlos Tesitor

- John C. McGlenn

TomDitty
Jerry Knuth -
Harold Schulz

'Altei‘n'ate )

Tim Gothard

Mary Jo Forman Miller
Steve Duzan

‘Richard Hawley

Dan Halleman
Adam R. Moore

Seth Ross

Virginia Brock

Lym E. Haire

Dr. Steven Lee Montgoniery
Kent Marlor

Jon McNussen

Paul Bunner

Dr. Tom Wamer

Terry L. Melancon
Jim Glavine
Bernard McHugh
Steve Bartz

Dr. Don Jackson

Gary Van De Velde
Dave Stalling

Bruce E. Stephens, Esq.
Gale Dupree -

Oscar Simpson

Larry Thompson
Clarence A. Bina
Glenn Mitchell

Karen Carpenter

" Peter Dalby

Manuel Cruz
David Brunetti
David L. Hargett
Jeff Albrecht
Joanne Halcomb
Janice Bezanson

Carla Joseph
Mark W. Heckert
Phil Leinbach
Corky Meyer
Mark Winland
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Byiaw’s Commlttee Report- |
March 2,2005
Bryan Prltchett and Richard Mode, Co—Chalrs .

. Begmmng on September 30, 2004, the Bylaws Committee has met by conference call several
titnes and conducted its business through e-mail discussions. All members of the committee and
key senior staff participated in the calls and e-mail discussions. Committee members are: Bryan

Pritchett, committee co- ~chair and Past Chair; Richard Mode, committee co-chair, North Carolina

*“Wildlife Federation; Mary Jo Forman-Miller, Arizona Wildlife Federation; Kathy Hadley,
Reglon 13 Director; Steve O’Hara, Region 4 Director; Mike Riska, Delaware Nature Society;. .
Spencer Tomb, Central Vice Chair; and Becky Scheibelhut, Chair, ex officio.

Cop1es of the proposed amendments to the bylaws are attached. The committee presented these
changes to the National Wildlife Federatlon Board of D1rectors at their meeting on November 6,
2004 for their information. : :

The Bylaws Committee co- chalrs sent a letter to affiliate leaders on F ebruary 10 2005
explaining the proposed changes and the reasons for them. The Bylaws Committee members will
“be available on Thursday, March 31, from 2:15 to 3:15 p.m. in the Thomas Salon of the
Washmgton Marriott to answer questions from afﬁhate leaders. :




' PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO NWF S BYLAWS
: 2005 ANNUAL MEETING -

: ’I‘he Bylaws Committee recommends the followmg amendments to NWEF’s By}aws for adoptlon .
by the Affiliate Representatives at the 2005 Annual Meetmg

Amend Article XII(a) on commlttees

| - ~ The standing comnnttees of the Board of Dlrectors shal[ be Audit, Credentlals and
~ Affiliate Standards; Conservation Program Planning, Development, and Fmance The
Chair shall appomt the comrmttee chairs and members. :

Amend Atticle VII(a) on Directors:

The Board of Directors shall consist of a) the Chair of the Federation selected as provided
in Article IV of these Bylaws; b) the Chair-Elect and the three Vice Chairs selected as
provided in Article IV of these Bylaws; ¢) thirteen directors, known as Regional
Directors, selected as provided in section (b) of this Article VII; d) the immediate Past
Chair of the Federation as provided in section {(d) of this Article VII; e} one (or more)
former Chair who is not the immediate Past Chair as provided in section (d) of this

] Article VII; f) and up to nine-seventeen directors, known as At-Large Directors, selected
as provided in section (¢) of this Article VII.

Amend Article VII(e) on At-Large Directors:

The Federation Board of Directors may elect a maximum of mﬁe—@)—seventeen a7
addltlonal members of the Board of Directors known as At-Large Directors. Directors.

so elected shall serve a term of three (3) yearsaﬁdﬂe—mefe—thaﬂ-ﬁfmeé)—}}lfeeters—may
be-elested-by-the Board-in-any-one-(1)year.

‘which-he-orshe > : : eleete 4D .TheTermsof
. _ﬂle At—Large Directors are staggered SO that six At-Large Dlrectors shall be elected

in one year, six At-Large Directors shall be elected in the second vear and five At-
Large Directors shall be elected in the third vear. During the first three years after
this change is made, At-Large Directors may be elected for full or partial terms at
any time so long as no more than six At-Large Directors share the same term of
office at any time. No more than ten {(10) At~Large Directors mav be elected by the
Board in anv one (1) vear. :

[over]




Amend Article XIII(d) on Vacancles

Vacancies among the At-Large Dlrectors shall be ﬁHed by the remalmng Dlrectors at
_their discretion. The Board of Directors is not reqmred to fill all At-Large Dlrector '

vacanc1es '

Amend Artlcle IX(d) on Duties of the Board

(d) In addltlon to the Ofﬁcers herein before prov1ded for, the President is
authorized to appoint, from time to time, and Executive Vice President who
“shall serve as the Chief Operating Officer and such Vice Presidents as he or -
. she deems necessary or advisable to the proper accomplishment of the work of the
* Pederation. The Executive Vice President and any Vice Prcmdents appomted by
the President shall serve at the will of the President for stuch terms as-he or she '

shall determine.






