Affiliate Benchmark Practice Form

[image: image1.png]w
A%

®

NATIONAL

WILDLIFE

FEDERATION®
www.nwf.org®




One unique features of the NWF affiliate network is the opportunity to share information with organizations that are in the same business yet are not competitors.  This allows us to collect and distribute “how to” information on successful capacity building programs.  

Please provide the following information so we can share your successes with all of our affiliates:
Category: 
□ Membership  □ Fundraising     □ Board/Staff Development
X Education


X Advocacy
   □ Information Systems
□ Other

Name of Affiliate:  Prairie Rivers Network
Title of Program:

Storm Drain Stenciling
Description of the Program: 
As part of PRN’s “Be River Smart Illinois!” campaign, an effort to improve water quality and inform the general public of steps they can take to protect their rivers,  Storm Drain Stenciling Adventure Kits were created to stencil storm drains with “DUMP NO WASTE – DRAINS TO RIVERS” onto the curbs next to storm drains.
Steps involved in starting-up the program, and associated timings: 
PRN secured a grant (approximately $2,000) to assemble Kits.
Impact of the program with historic trends: 
Good volunteer recruitment and positive exposure for PRN in community. Great “feel good” volunteer activity and opportunity for other groups like Girl or Boy Scouts troups, church groups, and neighborhood associations to get involved and play a role in educating the general public about river conservation.
Cost of the Event or Activity:
Grant $$ created Kits.  PRN conducts these events with local townships (who sometimes provide refreshments). Also, PRN lends out these kits to interested parties. The only cost is for paint.

Personnel support required by volunteers and/or staff:  
PRN staff must organize and coordinate events. Broken up into teams, they canvass a selected neighborhood – some team members walk through neighborhood to deliver door hangers, inform residents of the stenciling project, and pick up trash and debris that could eventually find it’s way down the storm drain to the river.  
What you consider the “Keys to Success” of this event:  
Coordination with local township or village. Good number of volunteers to break into teams and cover a wider range of the neighborhood. Also, door hangers are critical as they include PRN’s logo to ensure proper and adequate branding of the project.
What pitfalls to avoid or lessons you have learned putting this event together:
If you have questions or want to discuss the specifics of event please contact:

Name: Kim Erndt, Watershed Organizer, PRN
Phone: 217-344-2371
Email:  
